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These moms are on a mission
Giving Back fundraiser
set for Saturday
at Paddock Park
By Andy Fillmore
Correspondent

Melanie Henson and Penny
Hatfield are two moms on a
mission.
These residents of the
Paddock Park South adult
community have children in
the armed services and law
enforcement. They want to
spark a deeper appreciation
and respect for those who
protect and defend communities and the country, and

Helping
veterans
get back
to work

to see all soldiers and law
enforcement embraced with
the same caring and concern they have for their own
children.
To further their goal,
Hanson and Hatfield have
been organizing a daylong
event called Giving Back,
which will be held Saturday at
the community in southwest
Marion County.
The event will spotlight
the sacrifices of soldiers and
law enforcement, and organizers will gather donations
for Marion County Veterans

Melanie Henson goes through
some of the items that have
been donated for the Giving
Back event she and friend
Penny Hatﬁeld have organized.
It will take place 11 a.m. to 7
p.m. Saturday at the Paddock
Park South Community Center.
The two recently teamed up to
gather blankets for homeless
and needy veterans, along
with raising funds for local law
enforcement. One of Henson’s
sons is a police ofﬁcer in
Pennsylvania and Hatﬁeld’s
son is in the Army and just
deployed for his third tour in
the Middle East. [DOUG ENGLE/
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Climate researchers estimate
impact of sea level rise on Florida

CareerSource
Citrus Levy Marion
is on the job
By Carlos E. Medina
Staff writer

Lisa Reynolds sometimes
jokes that she was so close to
being homeless that she had
one foot out the door. The
U.S. Army veteran has never
forgotten the dread she felt for
herself and her young children
during those dark days.
“It was a very scary situation to have two children
under the age of 5 and be in
that predicament. Ever since
that time it’s been a mission
of mine that no one else goes
through that,” Reynolds said.
See VETS, A6
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Louis Fernandez walks along a ﬂooded Collins Avenue from his apartment to a nearby restaurant on Sept. 30, 2015, in Miami
Beach. The
street ﬂooding was in part caused by high tides due to the lunar cycle, according to the National Weather Service. [AP PHOTO/LYNNE SLADKY]
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Tampa does not make the list
either, Melissa Baldwin, media
spokesperson of the UCS project, noted. Yet when viewers
“zoom in” on the interactive
map they will see parts of
Bayshore Boulevard incurring
chronic inundation by 2030.
‘An unbelievable
crossroads’

Siegfried (left), senior climate analyst with the Union
cientists, and Astrid Caldas, UCS senior climate
r with the Climate Council of Sarasota-Manatee about
issues during a January luncheon. [COURTESY PHOTO /
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The “low scenario” is
based on the presumption
that a significant reduction in
carbon emissions from fossil
fuel-burning sources, such
as vehicles and power plants
(which are considered a cause
of global warming), occurs
as societies shift to renewable energy sources. The
current rate of ice loss also
slows considerably under the
assumptions.
“The low scenario is
extremely optimistic,” Spangler-Siegfried said.
The intermediate scenario
is based on the presumption
that thermal expansion of the
oceans and melting of landbased ice continues as it has
been, resulting in global sea
level of rise of 4 feet by the end
of the century.
The high scenario would
be associated with a greater
extent of glacier melting, causing seas to eventually rise 6.6
feet.
This year’s updated projections by NOAA now include an
“extreme” forecast of sea level
rise of 8 feet by 2100, which the
UCS did not use.
So the union’s “high” scenario is not even considered
“worst case,” Caldas said.
According to the UCS,
Southeast Florida and the Florida Keys can expect impacts
earlier than other regions of
the state.
As decades pass, more of the
peninsula becomes inundated.
The UCS used boundaries
defined by the U.S. Census
Bureau to identify the listed
communities, some of which
may include more than one
municipality.
Bradenton, for example,
makes the high scenario rankings in 2080 with 12 percent
chronic inundation partly
because that analysis includes
Anna Maria Island and the
Cortez fishing village.
The city of Sarasota is not
included in any of the scenarios because it did not reach
the threshold of 10 percent of
its land experiencing chronic
inundation. Even so, the
maps show areas such as St.
Armands Key heavily impacted
as early as 2045.

Baldwin emphasized, however, that the UCS is not trying
to present a “gloom and doom”
prediction.
As they look at the projections, communities can decide
whether their response should
be to “defend, accommodate or
retreat,” Spangler-Siegfriend
said.
“You can accommodate the
ocean” by elevating buildings
and roads, creating channels or
constructing levees, she noted.
“It’s challenging to keep tides
out,” however, and localities
must decide “when and where
it is worth the investment.”
Lindeman of the Florida
Institute of Technology is
assisting the barrier island
city where he resides, Satellite
Beach, in considering or adopting policies, such as a “coastal
construction control line,” so it
can brace for sea level rise.
For a community to take on
such a challenge, “you have to
have a committed (city) council
majority,” Lindeman explained
at a recent seminar sponsored
by 1,000 Friends of Florida.
“You have to have committed
city staff. And you have to have
committed citizens.”
Tara McCue, director of
planning and community
development for the East Central Florida Regional Planning
Council, has also worked with
Satellite Beach and agreed with
Lindeman’s assessment that
official and public buy-in is
essential.
Of Satellite Beach’s 10,000
residents, 479 responded to
a city survey about whether
the community should make
preparations for sea level rise,
such as installing larger drainage pipes, moving utilities to
higher ground and adopting
new infrastructure, zoning and
construction standards.
Less than 1 percent of the
respondents took the stand
that “none of this is necessary,” McCue said.
Miami-Dade County, Broward County, Miami Beach,
Sarasota, Punta Gorda, New
Smyrna Beach and other
Florida communities are also
working on their own strategies for how they can adapt to
rising seas.
If they and more counties
and municipalities think and
plan ahead, the projections in
the UCS report need not all
come to pass, said Glickman
of the Southern Alliance for
Clean Energy.
“We are at an unbelievable
crossroads,” Glickman said.
“We can deal with this. This
is a clarion call for action. We
should not make it (potential
flooding) worse. Business as
usual is not a pretty picture.”
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She now works with
CareerSource Citrus
Levy Marion’s Homeless
Veterans’ Reintegration
Program, which helps
homeless veterans get
back into the workforce.
It kicked off in August,
thanks to a federal grant,
and so far includes 67 veterans. Almost a third are
now working; the others
are moving toward that
goal.
“With the chronically
homeless, you run into
mental health and substance abuse issues; this
group is no different,”
Reynolds said.
The program assesses
applicants and refers them
to other programs that can
help with their underlying
issues. Reynolds keeps
track of their progress and,
when they are ready, helps
pay for skills training or
on-the-job training with
employers.
“Whatever it takes, I’m
willing to put forth that
effort to get them to the
point where they are job
ready. We’ll send them
back to school, get them
paid training, resume help,
clothing,” she said.
Roy Daniel took advantage of the program and
now is working to help
other vets. Daniel served
in the U.S. Marine Corps
for seven years. When he
got out he became a welder
and had a steady job. But
a divorce and his demons
got the better of him, and
he ended up homeless.
Daniel quit drinking
and smoking a few years
ago while staying at the
Ocala Ritz Veterans Village. Last year, he applied
to theHomeless Veterans’
Reintegration Program,
which worked out an
eight-week paid training
post with the Veterans
Village that turned into
a permanent position.
Daniel does outreach to
try and get other homeless
vets off the street.
“CareerSource gave me
the opportunity and I am
so grateful,” Daniel said.
“It’s a great feeling. I help
a lot of veterans who are
homeless. I understand
where they are at, and that
helps.”
Veterans interested in
the program can contact
Reynolds at 732-1700,
ext. 1273, or lreynolds@
careersourceclm.com;
or Lori Jean Ebert at 7321700, ext. 1124, or lebert@
careersourceclm.com.
They also can visit the
CareerSource Citrus Levy
Marion office at 2703 NE
14th St., Ocala, Mondays
through Fridays from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m.
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