
Ocala Star-Banner - 05/13/2018 Page : A01

Copyright © 2018 Ocala.com — All rights reserved. Restricted use only. 05/13/2018
Privacy Policy   &bull;   Terms of Service
May 15, 2018 11:04 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 67% from original to fit letter page


@ocalastarbanner Facebook.com/Ocala.StarBanner $2ocala.comSunday, May 13, 2018

Crossword .........................F4
Local ................................ B1
Lottery ............................. A2

Opinion ........................... A9
Sports...............................C1
Television ..........................F4 0 090994 24007

Volume 75, Issue 216
Home delivery: 867-7827
©2018 GateHouse Media

TUESDAY

Thunderstorms
83° / 66°

MONDAY

Rain
79° / 68°

TODAY

Thunderstorms
83° / 68°

I N S I D E  T O DAY ’ S 
S TA R - B A N N E R

CONGRATS, 
CLASS OF 2018!
Check out our special 
section

Happy 
Mother’s 
Day

By Dale White
GateHouse Media Services

I f Floridians residing in 
coastal communities 
presume sea level rise is 
a turn-of-the-century 

problem for future genera-
tions, a group of scientists is 
delivering a weather forecast 
they may consider unsettling.

Five Florida communities 
— Cape Sable (the south-
ern point of the peninsula), 
Key Biscayne, Key West, the 
Lower Keys and the Middle 
Keys — could experience 
recurring tidal flooding unre-
lated to any storm events by 

2035, according to their study. 
Three of those locations — 
Cape Sable, the Lower Keys 
and Middle Keys — already 
find themselves partially 
submerged at times but the 
forecast says their frequently 
inundated areas will roughly 
double in size within the next 
17 years.

Under the Union of Con-
cerned Scientists’ fastest sea 
level rise scenario, 13 more 
communities could be added 
to that list by 2045 — includ-
ing Merritt Island, Miami 
Beach, Ponte Vedra and St. 
Pete Beach. By that year, the 
group reports, 60 percent of 

the Lower Keys, 39 percent of 
the Middle Keys and 38 per-
cent of Key West could find 
themselves underwater for 
about half of the year.

By 2060, under this “high 
scenario,” that number of 
Florida communities expands 
to 32 — including Cocoa 
Beach-Cape Canaveral, Fort 
Lauderdale, Jacksonville 
Beaches, Longboat Key and 
Palmetto.

If the scientists’ forecasts 
are even regarded as ballpark, 
the ramifications could be far 
reaching. Property values, real 

 Climate researchers estimate 
impact of sea level rise on Florida

Louis Fernandez walks along a fl ooded Collins Avenue from his apartment to a nearby restaurant on Sept. 30, 2015, in Miami Beach. The 
street fl ooding was in part caused by high tides due to the lunar cycle, according to the National Weather Service. [AP PHOTO/LYNNE SLADKY]

A Florida 
GateHouse 
Newspapers 
project

Rising Seas is a 
continuing series 
of stories exploring 
the impact of sea 
level rise associated 
with climate change 
across Florida. It is a 
collaborative effort 
by GateHouse news-
papers in the state. 
Find all the stories 
so far at 
gatehouseprojects.
com/risingseas.

Giving Back fundraiser 
set for Saturday 
at Paddock Park

By Andy Fillmore 
Correspondent

Melanie Henson and Penny 
Hatfield are two moms on a 
mission.

These residents of the 
Paddock Park South adult 
community have children in 
the armed services and law 
enforcement. They want to 
spark a deeper appreciation 
and respect for those who 
protect and defend commu-
nities and the country, and 

to see all soldiers and law 
enforcement embraced with 
the same caring and con-
cern they have for their own 
children.

To further their  goal, 
Hanson and Hatfield have 
been organizing a daylong 
event called Giving Back, 
which will be held Saturday at 
the community in southwest 
Marion County.

The event will spotlight 
the sacrifices of soldiers and 
law enforcement, and orga-
nizers will gather donations 
for Marion County Veterans 

These moms are on a mission
Melanie Henson goes through 
some of the items that have 
been donated for the Giving 
Back event she and friend 
Penny Hatfi eld have organized. 
It will take place 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Saturday at the Paddock 
Park South Community Center. 
The two recently teamed up to 
gather blankets for homeless 
and needy veterans, along 
with raising funds for local law 
enforcement. One of Henson’s 
sons is a police offi cer in 
Pennsylvania and Hatfi eld’s 
son is in the Army and just 
deployed for his third tour in 
the Middle East. [DOUG ENGLE/

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER]

By Carlos E. Medina 
Staff writer

Lisa Reynolds sometimes 
jokes that she was so close to 
being homeless that she had 
one foot out the door. The 
U.S. Army veteran has never 
forgotten the dread she felt for 
herself and her young children 
during those dark days.

“It was a very scary situ-
ation to have two children 
under the age of 5 and be in 
that predicament. Ever since 
that time it’s been a mission 
of mine that no one else goes 
through that,” Reynolds said. 

Helping 
veterans 
get back 
to work
CareerSource 
Citrus Levy Marion 
is on the job

See FLOODS,  A6

See VETS,  A6

See MOMS,  A6

Career Resource Guide

See the Star-Banner’s annual 
guide inside today’s newspaper
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up to 

$200
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Helping Veterans, the Marion 
County Sheriff’s  Office 
Foundation and Ocala Police 
Department outreaches.

Henson said the event will 
include about 30 vendors, a 
food truck, clowns, a kids’ 
play area, a golf cart parade 
and information booths.

She said it grew out of a 
drive to collect blankets for 
homeless and needy veterans 
and to help local police and 
deputies with their work in 
the field.

The idea “started small and 
got big,” she said.

Henson, 66, is the widow of 
a Vietnam War veteran, John 
E. Henson, who died in 1990 
after he suffered for decades 
with the lingering effects of 
Agent Orange chemical expo-
sure and other stresses related 
to the war. The couple had 
two sons, John and Jason.

John B. Henson, 38, is a 
detective and SWAT team 
member of the Pittsburgh 
Police Department.

The recent shooting deaths 
of two sheriff’s deputies in 
Trenton and another in Lake 
Placid have served to increase 

the passion the two women 
have for sharing an under-
standing of the hazardous 
nature of the work of soldiers 
and police.

Henson said she “takes it 
personally” and thinks of 
her son whenever she sees a 
member of law enforcement.

She said she recently saw a 
young policeman behind her 
in a fast food drive through 
and paid for his meal.

“A mom’s job is to give 
back,” she said.

“I know what my son has to 
go through, and it’s not easy 
being a policeman today. I 
understand the deputy (in 
Highlands County) was shot 
during an argument over a 
cat,” Henson said.

“I feel like a mom to all of 
them,” she said.

She has an American flag 
in her front yard with a “thin 
blue line” in the center rep-
resenting American law 
enforcement personnel.

Her son Jason, 46, is an 
entertainer and will be doing 

his stand-up comedy routine 
as part of the Ocala Comedy 
Showcase at the Reilly Arts 
Center on June 8.

Hatfield’s son, Daniel 
Accorti, 27, is a captain in the 
U.S. Army and is on his third 
deployment.

“It is rough when he goes,” 
Hatfield said, adding that 
she would like to see more 
appreciation by the public for 
soldiers who are fighting for 
everyone’s freedom.

As the two women continue 
to collect items — including 
blankets and T-shirts — for 
the event, Henson said the 
community has pitched in.

“The response has been tre-
mendous,” she said.

G a r y  S k o g s b e r g h  S r . , 

president of the MCSO Foun-
dation, said that organization
assists the community in
many ways and he hopes this
upcoming event will “raise
awareness.”

The foundation funds the
local Homeland Security,
Citizens on Patrol (COPs)
and river watch volunteer
programs as well as the vol-
unteer citizen groups active
in emergency and disas-
ter response and ham radio
operators, according to www.
mcso.com/mcso-foundation.

More than 1,500 volunteers
donate an average of 128,000
hours annually, saving tax-
payers about $3 million.

“We also have a Halloween
program and Christmas Party
for kids,” Skogsbergh said.

Toreen Dory, district man-
ager with Sun Communities,
Inc., which operates Pad-
dock Park South and the
nearby Shady Road Villas,
said residents’ response has
been “very good,” and that
the corporation is donating
to the cause.

Hank Whittier, CEO and
executive director of Marion
County Veterans Helping
Veterans, plans to attend the
event.

“We appreciate the hard
work by Hanson and Hatfield,
especially for our veterans,”

MOMS
From Page A1

Melanie Henson talks about 
the Giving Back event she 
and friend Penny Hatfi eld 
have organized. The two 
recently teamed up to gather 
blankets for homeless and 
needy veterans, along with 
raising funds for local law 
enforcement. [DOUG ENGLE/STAFF 

PHOTOGRAPHER PHOTOS]

Melanie Henson and friend 
Penny Hatfi eld have organized 
Giving Back to take place 
Saturday at the Paddock Park 
South Community Center. 
Hatfi eld’s son, pictured here, is 
in the Army and just deployed 
for his third tour in the Middle 
East.

If you can help

What: Giving Back
When: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Satur-
day, May 20
Where: Paddock Park South 
Community Center, 8880 SW 
27th Ave., Ocala
Includes: Music, vendors and 
food truck
Cost: Free admission; seek-
ing blankets, T-shirts and 
more for homeless and needy 
veterans, and fi nancial dona-
tions for local law enforcement 
outreaches

estate sales, tourist-oriented 
economies, insurance rates, 
local governments’ bond 
ratings, business revenues 
and more could be adversely 
affected, and much sooner 
than many people expect.

As the century rolls on, if 
their forecasts prove accurate, 
Floridians getting mortgages 
on waterfront property may 
want to consider whether their 
homes will even be accessible 
or habitable by the time they 
make their final payment.

Those who want their grand-
children to inherit their homes 
with views of a scenic shoreline 
— even a canal — may wonder 
whether their heirs could dis-
cover encroaching tides taking 
possession instead.

Founded in 1969, the Union 
of Concerned Scientists 
explores how public policy and 
welfare are affected by science-
based issues — such as nuclear 
power, food production and 
climate change. On the latter 
topic, the organization — which 
consists of 200 staff members 
and 23,000 consultants from 
diverse fields — is engaged in 
an ongoing exploration of how 
global warming could cause sea 
level rise in 23 coastal states in 
the continental United States 
(excluding Alaska).

Erika Spangler-Siegfried, 
senior climate analyst for the 
organization, said coastal com-
munities need “a clear sense of 
when to expect change.”

“People see climate change 
on this long-term horizon,” 
said Susan Glickman, Florida 
director of the Southern Alli-
ance for Clean Energy. “It’s 
difficult to get people to focus” 
on the not-as-distant future.

The union used 20 years of 
records from more than 90 
National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration tidal 
gauges, NOAA’s digital eleva-
tion models and sea level rise 
projections, U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers’ localized pro-
jections for each tidal gauge 
area, as well as interviews with 
experts about the frequency of 
local flooding in various loca-
tions, such as Annapolis and 
Charleston, to arrive at its own 
range of calculations.

“The information in the 
data sets should be regarded 
as approximate and used as a 
guide for further investiga-
tion,” the organization stated 
in its “When Rising Seas Hit 
Home” report issued last year.

Robert Musil, president and 
chief executive of the Rachel 
Carson Council and an adjunct 
professor at American Univer-
sity who teaches about climate 
change and environmental 
politics, credits the scientific 
group with “a long record of 
accurate information, particu-
larly on climate change. They 
are a very reliable source. Their 
projections seem reasonable to 
me.”

A l t h o u g h  h e  h a s  n o t 

examined all of the findings 
for Florida, Ken Lindeman, 
sustainability program chair-
man at the Florida Institute of 
Technology, said that, in his 
experience, he has found the 
UCS’s research to be “credible 
or very credible.”

Shimon Wdowinski, assis-
tant professor with the 
Department of Earth and 
Environment at Florida Inter-
national University who is also 
affiliated with FIU’s Sea Level 
Solutions Center, also said 
he could not comment on the 
study’s specifics because he 
does not know “the assump-
tions used for the calculations.”

However, he said the union’s 
definition of “chronic inunda-
tion” as flooding that occurs 
26 times a year — or, on aver-
age, every other week — could 
mislead some residents into 
thinking the overreaching 
tides could be a year-round 
occurrence.

He noted that “tidal flooding 
doesn’t occur regularly because 
tide levels vary seasonally 
and annually.” Depending 
“on the astronomical posi-
tion of the sun and moon,” his 
research shows that “sea level 
is higher in Miami during the 
fall (September-November).”

During the past decade, 
“tidal flooding in Miami Beach 
has occurred several days per 
year for a few hours per event 
... but the number of events 
have increased,” Wdowinski 
confirmed.

‘Chronic inundation’

The union defines “chronic 
inundation” as tidal flood-
ing that occurs 26 times a 
year (averaging about twice a 
month) and makes at least 10 
percent of a community’s land 
(excluding wetlands) unusable.

The flooding is “so disrup-
tive that it would prevent 
business as usual,” said Astrid 
Caldas, UCS senior climate 
scientist.

The UCS website includes 
interactive maps that residents 
and public officials can use to 
see “moderate” and “high” 
scenarios for their commu-
nities. It also conveys what 
percentage of the land in each 
area could experience chronic 

inundation and by what year.
The “low scenario” is 

based on the presumption 
that a significant reduction in 
carbon emissions from fossil 
fuel-burning sources, such 
as vehicles and power plants 
(which are considered a cause 
of global warming), occurs 
as societies shift to renew-
able energy sources. The 
current rate of ice loss also 
slows considerably under the 
assumptions.

“ T h e  l o w  s c e n a r i o  i s 
extremely optimistic,” Span-
gler-Siegfried said.

The intermediate scenario 
is based on the presumption 
that thermal expansion of the 
oceans and melting of land-
based ice continues as it has 
been, resulting in global sea 
level of rise of 4 feet by the end 
of the century.

The high scenario would 
be associated with a greater 
extent of glacier melting, caus-
ing seas to eventually rise 6.6 
feet.

This year’s updated projec-
tions by NOAA now include an 
“extreme” forecast of sea level 
rise of 8 feet by 2100, which the 
UCS did not use.

So the union’s “high” sce-
nario is not even considered 
“worst case,” Caldas said.

According to the UCS, 
Southeast Florida and the Flor-
ida Keys can expect impacts 
earlier than other regions of 
the state.

As decades pass, more of the 
peninsula becomes inundated.

The UCS used boundaries 
defined by the U.S. Census 
Bureau to identify the listed 
communities, some of which 
may include more than one 
municipality.

Bradenton, for example, 
makes the high scenario rank-
ings in 2080 with 12 percent 
chronic inundation partly 
because that analysis includes 
Anna Maria Island and the 
Cortez fishing village.

The city of Sarasota is not 
included in any of the sce-
narios because it did not reach 
the threshold of 10 percent of 
its land experiencing chronic 
inundation. Even so, the 
maps show areas such as St. 
Armands Key heavily impacted 
as early as 2045.

Tampa does not make the list 
either, Melissa Baldwin, media 
spokesperson of the UCS proj-
ect, noted. Yet when viewers 
“zoom in” on the interactive 
map they will see parts of 
Bayshore Boulevard incurring 
chronic inundation by 2030.

‘An unbelievable 
crossroads’

Baldwin emphasized, how-
ever, that the UCS is not trying 
to present a “gloom and doom” 
prediction.

As they look at the projec-
tions, communities can decide 
whether their response should 
be to “defend, accommodate or 
retreat,” Spangler-Siegfriend 
said.

“You can accommodate the 
ocean” by elevating buildings 
and roads, creating channels or 
constructing levees, she noted. 
“It’s challenging to keep tides 
out,” however, and localities 
must decide “when and where 
it is worth the investment.”

Lindeman of the Florida 
Institute of Technology is 
assisting the barrier island 
city where he resides, Satellite 
Beach, in considering or adopt-
ing policies, such as a “coastal 
construction control line,” so it 
can brace for sea level rise.

For a community to take on 
such a challenge, “you have to 
have a committed (city) council 
majority,” Lindeman explained 
at a recent seminar sponsored 
by 1,000 Friends of Florida. 
“You have to have committed 
city staff. And you have to have 
committed citizens.”

Tara McCue, director of 
planning and community 
development for the East Cen-
tral Florida Regional Planning 
Council, has also worked with 
Satellite Beach and agreed with 
Lindeman’s assessment that 
official and public buy-in is 
essential.

Of Satellite Beach’s 10,000 
residents, 479 responded to 
a city survey about whether 
the community should make 
preparations for sea level rise, 
such as installing larger drain-
age pipes, moving utilities to 
higher ground and adopting 
new infrastructure, zoning and 
construction standards.

Less than 1 percent of the 
respondents took the stand 
that “none of this is neces-
sary,” McCue said.

Miami-Dade County, Bro-
ward County, Miami Beach, 
Sarasota, Punta Gorda, New 
Smyrna Beach and other 
Florida communities are also 
working on their own strate-
gies for how they can adapt to 
rising seas.

If they and more counties 
and municipalities think and 
plan ahead, the projections in 
the UCS report need not all 
come to pass, said Glickman 
of the Southern Alliance for 
Clean Energy.

“We are at an unbelievable 
crossroads,” Glickman said. 
“We can deal with this. This 
is a clarion call for action. We 
should not make it (potential 
flooding) worse. Business as 
usual is not a pretty picture.”

FLOODS
From Page A1

She now works with
CareerSource Citrus
Levy Marion’s Homeless
Veterans’ Reintegration
Program, which helps
homeless veterans get
back into the workforce.
It kicked off in August,
thanks to a federal grant,
and so far includes 67 vet-
erans. Almost a third are
now working; the others
are moving toward that
goal. 

“With the chronically
homeless, you run into
mental health and sub-
stance abuse issues; this
group is no different,”
Reynolds said. 

The program assesses
applicants and refers them
to other programs that can
help with their underlying
issues. Reynolds keeps
track of their progress and,
when they are ready, helps
pay for skills training or
on-the-job training with
employers.

“Whatever it takes, I’m
willing to put forth that
effort to get them to the
point where they are job
ready. We’ll send them
back to school, get them
paid training, resume help,
clothing,” she said.

Roy Daniel took advan-
tage of the program and
now is working to help
other vets. Daniel served
in the U.S. Marine Corps
for seven years. When he
got out he became a welder
and had a steady job. But
a divorce and his demons
got the better of him, and
he ended up homeless.

Daniel quit drinking
and smoking a few years
ago while staying at the
Ocala Ritz Veterans Vil-
lage. Last year, he applied
to the Homeless Veterans’
Reintegration Program,
which worked out an
eight-week paid training
post with the Veterans
Village that turned into
a permanent position.
Daniel does outreach to
try and get other homeless
vets off the street.

“CareerSource gave me
the opportunity and I am
so grateful,” Daniel said.
“It’s a great feeling. I help
a lot of veterans who are
homeless. I understand
where they are at, and that
helps.”

Veterans interested in
the program can contact
Reynolds at 732-1700,
ext. 1273, or lreynolds@
careersourceclm.com; 
or Lori Jean Ebert at 732-
1700, ext. 1124, or lebert@
careersourceclm.com. 
They also can visit the
CareerSource Citrus Levy
Marion office at 2703 NE
14th St., Ocala, Mondays
through Fridays from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m.

VETS
From Page A1

Erika Spangler-Siegfried (left), senior climate analyst with the Union 
of Concerned Scientists, and Astrid Caldas, UCS senior climate 
scientist, confer with the Climate Council of Sarasota-Manatee about 
climate change issues during a January luncheon. [COURTESY PHOTO / 

MELISSA BALDWIN] 
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