
Ocala Star-Banner - 03/13/2018 Page : B02

Copyright © 2018 Ocala.com — All rights reserved. Restricted use only. 03/13/2018
Privacy Policy   &bull;   Terms of Service
March 13, 2018 3:06 pm (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 68% from original to fit letter page

B2 Tuesday, March 13, 2018 | Ocala Star-Banner   |   www.ocala.com

By Katie Pohlman 
Staff writer

Gov.  Rick Scott  has 
announced that Yalaha 
lawyer and State Rep. Larry 
E. Metz (R-Groveland) will 
replace Lake County Circuit 
Judge William G. Law Jr. upon 
his retirement.

Law submitted a letter of 
resignation and retirement 
to Scott's office in Novem-
ber 2017, stating that after 
28 years on the bench, Law 
believed it was time to retire 

effective June 30. Law was 
appointed County Judge of 
Lake County in 1990 and 
elected Circuit Judge in 1994.

Lake County is part of 
the 5th Judicial Circuit, 
which also includes Marion, 
Sumter, Hernando and 
Citrus counties.

Metz, who has his own 
insurance defense law firm, 
was elected to the Florida 
House of Representatives in 
2010. He represents District 
32, which includes Lees-
burg. He is the chair of the 

Public Integrity and Ethics 
Committee and also sits 
on the Appropriations and 
Judiciary committees.

Metz earned his  law 
degree from Florida State 
University in 1983. He 
served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps from 1976 to 1980 in 
active duty and from 1980 to 
1982 in the Reserve.

Contact Katie Pohlman 
at 867-4065, katie.pohl-
man@starbanner.com 
or @katie_pohlman.

State Rep. Metz named next 
5th Judicial Circuit judge

Staff report

Review of January employ-
ment numbers, released by 
the Florida Department of Eco-
nomic Opportunity following 
annual benchmarking, shows 
that unemployment rates rose 
in all of Florida’s 24 workforce 
development regions and 22 
metropolitan statistical areas, 
according to information pro-
vided Monday by CareerSource 
Citrus Levy Marion.

When viewed county-
by-county, the jobless rate 
increased in 64 counties, dipped 
slightly in two and remained the 
same in one. The unemploy-
ment rate in the CareerSource 
Citrus Levy Marion region 
was 5.2 percent in January, up 
0.6 percentage points over the 
month and 0.9 percent lower 
than the same time last year. 
Out of an expanded labor force 
of 197,054, there were 10,217 
unemployed, an increase of 
1,235 over the month and 1,842 
fewer than January 2017.

“This is a trend we see every 
January as seasonal employ-
ees, hired for the holidays, 
return to the labor force,” said 
Rusty Skinner, chief executive 
officer of CareerSource CLM, 
in the press release. “What is 
important is how we fared over 
the year.”

Whereas the bump in the 
number of unemployed over 
the month fueled January’s 
expanded labor force, Skin-
ner said, gains in the number 
of employed account for the 
strengthening labor force over 
the year. The three-county 
region has 186,837 employed, or 
1,896 more than January 2017.

Skinner said a “highlight in 
the January report” is that the 
Ocala metropolitan statistical 
area posted the second fastest 
annual job growth rate com-
pared to all other Florida metro 
areas in manufacturing at 7.7 
percent.

The January unemploy-
ment rates were 6.0 percent 
for Citrus County, up 0.6 per-
centage points over the month; 
4.4 percent for Levy County, 

an increase of 0.5 percent;
and 5.0 percent for Marion
County, up 0.6 percent.

Florida’s not seasonally
adjusted jobless rate — a mea-
sure that matches the way local
rates are calculated — was 4.1
percent, an increase of 0.4
percent. The state’s season-
ally adjusted rate remained
unchanged over the month, at
3.9 percent.

Preliminary numbers for the
region show that Marion Coun-
ty's labor force was 132,802, an
increase of 13 over the month,
while the number of employed
fell by 795 to 126,802 and those
without jobs rose by 808 to
6,622. That reflects a drop of
1,249 jobless over the year and
an increase of 1,004 employed
compared to January 2017
when the unemployment rate
was 5.9 percent.

Citrus County posted the
highest unemployment rate
among Florida’s counties,
Marion County ranked 11th
and Levy County was 24th.
Among Florida’s metro areas,
the Ocala/Marion County MSA
held the fourth highest unem-
ployment rate.

In January, nonagricultural
employment in the Ocala MSA
was 101,900, a gain of 700 jobs
over the year; manufactur-
ing was at 7.7 percent (+600
jobs); education and health
services at 2.7 percent (+500);
and government at 0.7 percent
(+100 jobs). Professional and
business services added 100
new jobs over the year. Indus-
tries that lost jobs were trade,
transportation and utilities
(-200); leisure and hospitality
(-200); mining, logging and
construction (-100); and finan-
cial activities (-100).

Skinner noted that spring
career fairs planned in April,
on-going hiring events for
local businesses and fee-free
employment services are some
of the ways CareerSource CLM
addresses shifts in the area’s
jobless rate.

February’s unemployment
numbers will be released
March 23.

Seasonal uptick 
seen in jobless rate 

One highlight of the January employment report notes that the 
Ocala metropolitan statistical area posted the second fastest 
annual job growth rate compared to all other Florida metro areas in 
manufacturing, at 7.7 percent. In this fi le image from 2016, a worker at 
Scorpion Racing Products uses a dial caliper to check the dimensions 
of a trunnion for an aluminum roller rocker after it was manufactured 
at the Ocala facility. [BRUCE ACKERMAN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/FILE]

Florida 
Rep. Larry 

Metz, front 
center, (R- 

Groveland), 
watches 
the vote 

board as he 
votes on the 

school safety 
bill that 

passed the 
House 67-50 

at the Florida 
Capital in 

Tallahassee 
on  

Wednesday. 
[AP PHOTO/

MARK 

WALLHEISER]

TODAY

GOVERNMENT MEETINGS
St. Johns River Water Man-
agement District Governing 
Board: 9 a.m., 4049 Reid St., 
Palatka. Call 329-4470.
Marion Oaks MSTU Advisory 
Council: Recreation Services 
and Facilities, 9:30 a.m.; 
General Services, 10:30 a.m.; 
Annex Building, 280 Marion 
Oaks Lane, Ocala. Call 438-
2828 or visit marioncountyfl .
org.
City of Dunnellon Historic 
Preservation Board: 5:30 p.m., 
City Hall, 20750 River Drive, 
Dunnellon. Call 465-8500 or 
visit dunnellon.org.
Marion County School Board: 
5:30 p.m., 512 SE Third St., 
Ocala. Call 671-7700.
Marion County License 
Review Board: 6 p.m., Growth 
Management Training Facil-
ity, 2710 E. Silver Springs 
Blvd., Ocala. Call 438-2428 or 
visit marioncountyfl .org.
Silver Springs Shores Tax 
Advisory Council: 6 p.m., 
Silver Springs Shores Com-
munity Center, 590 Silver 
Road, Ocala. Call 438-2510.
Navy bombing training 
(inert): 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and 
4- p.m., Pinecastle Range, 
Ocala National Forest. 
For noise complaints, call 
1-800-874-5059.
Life Line Screening: Christ’s 
Church of Marion County, 
6768 SW 80th St., Ocala. 
Registration required. Visit 
lifelinescreening.com/com-
munitycircle. Ultrasound 
screenings to identify risk 
factors for cardiovascular 
disease.
Rotary Club of Ocala South-
west: 7:45 a.m., West Marion 
Community Hospital Quick-
Care Building, Room 240, 4600 
SW 46th Court, Ocala. Email 
ocalaswrotary@yahoo.com.
Marion Oaks Recreation 
and Fitness Center: Walk to 
the Hits!, 8:30 a.m.; cardio 
strength and balance class, 
11 a.m.; Fit Kids, 4:30 p.m.; 
and Walk It Off In 30 Days, 
5:30 p.m.; 294 Marion Oaks 
Lane, Ocala. Included with 
membership. Call 438-2830.
Greater Dunnellon Historical 
Society: 9 a.m., Historic Train 
Depot, 12061 S. Williams St., 
Dunnellon. Call 229-1030 or 
email BoomtownSam@gmail.
com.
LifeSouth bloodmobile: Call 
622-3544.
UF Health Ocala, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Heath Brook, 4730 SE 
49th Road, Ocala
The Springs of Lady Lake, 
11 a.m.-5:30 p.m., 620 Griffi n 
Ave., Ocala
Walmart, 1-7:30 p.m., 4085 
Wedgewood Lane, The 
Villages
Stretching: 10 a.m., Forest 
Community Center, 777 
S. County Road 314A, 

Ocklawaha. Free. Call 
438-2840.
Therapeutic stitching: 10 
a.m., Stitch Niche, 20782 
Walnut St., Dunnellon. Call 
465-8000.
Depression/bipolar support 
group: 10:30 a.m., Christ Com-
munity Church, 37 Dogwood 
Road, Ocala. Free. Call 216-
3753. Ages 17 and up.
GFWC Woman’s Club of 
Ocala: 11:45 a.m., Elks Club, 
702 NE 25th Ave., Ocala. Call 
347-3975. Dave Cunningham;  
“Common Scams and How to 
Avoid Them.”
Ocala Harmony: Women’s 
barbershop chorus, noon, 
College Park Church, 3140 
SW 26th St., Ocala. Call 875-
4811 or visit facebook.com/
groups/ocalaharmony.
Ocala Toastmasters: Noon, 
The Ewers Center, College of 
Central Florida, 3001 SW Col-
lege Road, Room 206, Ocala. 
Call 615-5898.
Chair yoga: 12:30 p.m., Dun-
nellon Public Library, 20351 
Robinson Road, Dunnellon. 
Free. Call 489-3761.
Basics of Alzheimer's Disease 
and Dementia: 1-2 p.m., 
Mulberry Grove Care Center, 
8877 SE Mulberry Lane, The 
Villages and 3-4 p.m., Bel-
leview Care Center, 5051 SE 
110th St., Belleview. RSVP. 
Call 674-1700.
Bible study on Revelation: 
3 p.m., Countryside Pres-
byterian Church, 7768 SW 
State Road 200, Ocala. Call 
237-4633.
Moose Lodge meals: 4-6 p.m., 
West Marion Moose Lodge 
2356, 10411 SW 110th St., Dun-
nellon. $5-$6. Call 854-2200. 
Light meals in two varieties.
“Gator” Robert: One Man 
Band: 4-7 p.m., Alfi e’s 
Restaurant, 11677 U.S. 25, 
Ocklawaha. Call 288-9771.
Withlacoochee River Mini-
mum Flows Study Meeting: 
5 p.m., Cornerstone Baptist 
Church, 1100 W. Highland 
Blvd., Inverness. Free. Call 
1-800-423-1476 ext. 4295.
Classic car show: 5-8 p.m., 
Bridgewater Park, 9280 SW 
81st Court, Ocala. Call 509-
5201 or visit bridgewaterpark.
com. Raffl es, entertainment, 
food and more.
Cardio dance: 5:15-6 p.m., 
Florida Department of Health 
in Marion County, Auditorium, 
1801 SE 32nd Ave., Ocala. 
Free. Call 629-0137 ext. 2084. 
Easy, Latin-inspired moves.
Basket weaving: 5:30 p.m., 
First United Methodist 
Church, 1126 E. Silver Springs 
Blvd., Ocala. Call 629-9657 or 
817-2967.
Martial arts: 5:30 p.m., Forest 
Community Center, 777 S. 
County Road 314A, Ockla-
waha. Call 438-2840.
Bible study: 6 p.m., Red Room, 
Sacred Fire Ministries, 12226 
County Road 301, Belleview. 

Call 203-4810 or visit sacred-
fi reministries.com. "Killing 
Kryptonite" by John Bevere.
Community yoga: 6 p.m., Salt 
Springs Civic Center, 25054 
NE County Road 316, Salt 
Springs. Call 685-0807.
Gen. Francis Marion Stamp 
Club: 6 p.m., Freedom Public 
Library, 5870 SW 95th St., 
Ocala. Call 237-7366 or visit 
ocalagfmstampclub.com.
Gluten-free support: 6 p.m., 
Headquarters-Ocala Public 
Library, 2720 E. Silver Springs 
Blvd., Ocala. Call 854-1100, 
843-7116 or email jeanniety-
ler@gmail.com.
Sexaholics Anonymous: 6 
p.m., Queen of Peace Catholic 
Church, 6455 SW State Road 
200, Ocala. Call 205-410-4874.
Unleashed Bible study: 6 p.m., 
Chick-Fil-A, 3445 SW College 
Road, Ocala. Call 351-8062, 
ext. 3222, or email sconner@
blessedtrinity.org. High 
school students; permission 
slip required.
Dunnellon Toastmasters Club 
1176: 6:30 p.m., Dunnellon 
Chamber of Commerce, 20500 
E. Pennsylvania Ave., Dun-
nellon. Call 489-0959 or visit 
1176.toastmastersclubs.org.
Shores GOP: 6:30 p.m., Silver 
Springs Shores Presbyterian 
Church, 674 Silver Road, 
Ocala. Call 687-4188.
Yoga: 6:30 p.m., the Well-
ness Center, 4817 NE Second 
Loop, Ocala. $5. Call 624-2337. 
Intermediate/advanced.
Blue Knights Law Enforce-
ment Officer Motorcycle 
Club: 7 p.m., FOP Lodge, 2641 
N. Magnolia Ave., Ocala. Call 
973-703-1165 or visit fl oridab-
lueknightslll.com.
Compassionate Friends: 7 
p.m., Blessed Trinity Catholic 
Church, Elder Care Build-
ing, 5 SE 17th St., Ocala. Call 
840-0051. Self-help support 
group for bereaved parents 
following the death of a child, 
grandparents who have lost 
a grandchild, or anyone who 
has lost a sibling.
Nar-anon: 7 p.m., Our Lady of 
the Springs Catholic Church, 
4047 NE 21st St., Ocala. New-
comers 6:30 p.m.; Nar-ateen, 
8 p.m., ages 12-17. Free. Call 
naranonfl .org.
Ocala Model Railroad Histori-
cal Preservation Society: 7 
p.m., 1247 NE Third St., Ocala. 
Call 401-0747.
T.O.P.S.: Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly: 7 p.m., First United 
Methodist Church, 1126 E. 
Silver Springs Blvd., Ocala. 
Weigh-in 6 p.m. (629-6935 or 
732-6947); and 6 p.m., Presby-
terian Church at Marion Oaks, 
279 Marion Oaks Manor, 
Ocala. (763-607-1055)
Hotel California: Salute to 
The Eagles: 7:30 p.m., Orange 
Blossom Opry, 16439 SE 138th 
Terrace, Weirsdale. $39-$47. 
Call 821-1201 or visit obopry.
com.

C A L E N DA R

Pedestrian who died in 
Alachua crash from Citra

ALACHUA COUNTY — 
The Florida Highway Patrol 
announced Monday that a pre-
viously unidentified pedestrian 
who was killed Saturday eve-
ning after being struck by two 
vehicles was a man from Citra.

The man was identified as 
Vandall A. Griffin, 65.

Troopers said James Ingram, 
56, of Palm City, was driving a 
2013 GMC Acadia SUV north 
on U.S. 301 while Brian Cap-
protti, 31, of Orange Park, was 
driving a 2014 Chrysler Town 
Car along the same route 
when both vehicles struck the 
male pedestrian. Both vehicles 
stopped immediately.

The male pedestrian was 
pronounced dead at the scene.

The drivers of the two cars 
were not injured.

Troopers issued an appeal for 
information that would lead to 
the identity of the pedestrian.
Staff report

Citizen 911 call  
leads to DUI arrest

A citizen called law enforce-
ment and followed a reckless 
driver in south Ocala on Sunday 

night and the other driver was
soon stopped by a Marion
County Sheriff’s deputy and
arrested for driving under the
influence.

According to an MCSO
report, a resident called at 9:37
p.m. to report she was follow-
ing a driver “unable to maintain
a single lane” in a 2009 red
Chevrolet Silverado headed
north on U.S. 441. A deputy
saw the truck at the intersec-
tion of Lake Weir Avenue and 
saw the driver change lanes
without signaling, swerve
within a lane, go over the white
“fog” line and “travel several
feet out of its lane.”

The deputy stopped the
truck in the 3000 block of U.S.
441 and could “smell an odor
of alcoholic beverages” on the
driver, Mark Timothy Buckner,
27, of Weirsdale.

Buckner’s said he had “six
beers plus some shots” when
asked how much he had to drink.

The report states that Buck-
ner failed roadside sobriety
tests and was arrested. At the
Marion County Jail, breath
samples registered .223 and
.214 percent. The state legal
limit at which someone is pre-
sumed to be impaired is .08.
Andy Fillmore

P O L I C E  B R I E F S


