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CALENDAR
TODAY

GOVERNMENT MEETINGS
• UF/IFAS Extension Advi-
sory Committee: 4:30 p.m., 
Marion County UF/IFAS 
Extension Service Audito-
rium, 2232 NE Jacksonville 
Road, Ocala. Call 671-8403.
Saturday breakfast: 8-10 
a.m., Angela S. Santos VFW 
Post 4781, 94901 SW 110TH 
St., Ocala. $3.50-$7. Call 
873-4781.
Yard sale: 8 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Saddle Oak Clubhouse, 6045 
SW 55th Court Road, Ocala.
Tag sale: Secular Francis-
cans, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., Queen of 
Peace Catholic Church, 6455 
SW State Road 200, Ocala.
Pop-up skate park: 8 a.m.-4 
p.m., Tuscawilla Park, 417 
NE Ninth St., Ocala. Call 
368-5517.
Pickleball: 8:30-11 a.m., Coe-
hadjoe Park, 4225 NE 35th 
St., Ocala. Call 671-8560.
Low-cost pet vaccinations: 
Florida International Teach-
ing Zoo, 9-10 a.m., Seminole 
Feed, 5904 Hames Road, Bel-
leview. $8-$18. Call 867-7788.
Nar-Anon: 10 a.m., The 
Centers, Building 2, 5664 SW 
60th Ave., Ocala. Free. Visit 
naranonfl .org.
Junior Ranger Program: 
10 a.m.-noon, Fort King 
National Historic Landmark, 
3925 E. Fort King St., Ocala. 

$90; registration required. 
Call 368-5533 or visit ocalafl .
org/recpark. “Florida History 
at the Fort.”
Friends Booknook: 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., Old Belleview Library, 
6007 SE Earp Road, Bel-
leview. Call 245-2767 or visit 
friendsofbelleviewlibrary.
org. Used books at low 
prices.
“Eco Invaders”: 10 a.m.-3 
p.m., Discovery Center, 701 
NE Sanchez Ave., Ocala. 
$6.50 or $22 for a family of 
four. Call 401-3900 or visit 
mydiscoverycenter.org. 
Become Eco Detectives and 
hunt for fugitive plants and 
animals.
Natural Foods Gala and 
Sustainability Festival: 10 
a.m.-3 p.m., Crones Cradle 
Conserve, 6411 NE 217th 
Place, Citra. $1 admission, $2 
food sample tickets. Silent 
auction, raffl e, live music, 
tours, vendors and more.
Paws and Pages Pet Expo: 10 
a.m.-3 p.m., Headquarters-
Ocala Public Library, 2720 E. 
Silver Springs Blvd., Ocala. 
Free. Call 671-8551 or visit 
library.marioncountyfl .org. 
Pet adoptions, information, 
speakers and more.
Book sale: Fort McCoy Public 
Library, 14660 NE County 
Road 315, Fort McCoy. Call 
438-2560.
Marion Audubon Society 

program: 10:30 a.m., Forest 
Public Library, 905 S. County 
Road 314A, Ocklawaha. Visit 
marioncountyaudubon.com. 
“Not Quite Ducks.”
StarLab Planetarium: 
11-11:30 a.m. and 1-1:30 p.m., 
Discovery Center, 701 NE 
Sanchez Ave., Ocala. $9. Call 
401-3900 or visit mydiscov-
erycenter.org.
Low-cost pet vaccina-
tions: Florida International 
Teaching Zoo, 11 a.m.-noon, 
Seminole Feed, 5740 W. 
State Road 40, Ocala. $8-$18. 
Call 867-7788.
Democratic Women’s Party 
of Marion County: 12:30 p.m., 
DEC Headquarters, Hidden 
Valley Plaza, 970 SW Sixth 
Ave., Ocala.. Call 209-3094.
Wire Sculpture Pendant 
class: 1-4 p.m., Rainbow 
Springs Artist Cooperative, 
20804 W. Pennsylvania Ave., 
Dunnellon. $60. Call 344-9490 
or visit rainbowspringsart.
com.
EARS animal sanctuary 
tours: 1:45 p.m., 2615 E. 
County Road 318, Citra. $12-
$20, cash or check only. Call 
407-637-5768, 454-6454 or 
email skb255@aol.com.
“Spring Fever”: Good 
Vibrations Chorus, 2 p.m., 
Ascension Lutheran Church, 
5730 SE 28th St., Ocala. 
$5. Call 598-4392. Featur-
ing Marcia Muncaster; ice 

cream social to follow.
Lee Greenwood: 2:30 and 
7:30 p.m., Orange Blossom 
Opry, 16439 SE 138th Ter-
race, Weirsdale. $40-$50. 
Call 821-1201 or visit obopry.
com.
Taco Dinner: 4-6 p.m., Angela 
S. Santos VFW 4781, 9401 SW 
110th St., Ocala. $7. Call 873-
4781. Food, music and more.
Ride for the Arts Gran Fondo 
Sign Up Party: 4-7 p.m., Brick 
City Bicycles, 217 SE First 
Ave., Ocala. Visit rideforth-
earts.com. Discounted entry 
fee, food, drinks and more; 
race is May 5.
Jacked Up for a Cause: 5:30 
p.m., Beef O’Brady’s, 11100 
SW 93rd Court Road, Suite 
12, Ocala. Call 465-7473. 
Bring tissues, nonperishable 
food, paper towels, Clorox 
wipes to benefi t Skill Day 
Center in Ocala.
Rising Revolution Teen 
Ministry: 5:30-8 p.m. Call 203-
4810 for location.
Ocala Social Club Dance: 
5:30-9:30 p.m., Scottish Rites 
Building, 3632 NE Seventh 
St., Ocala. Call 873-3434. Live 
music, dancing and pot-luck.
Absolute Journey: 7 p.m., 
Circle Square Cultural 
Center, 8395 SW 80th St., 
Ocala. Call 854-3670 or visit 
csculturalcenter.com.
Bowie and Glass: A Sym-
phonic Tribute: 7:30 p.m., 

Reilly Arts Center, 500 NE 
Ninth St., Ocala. $15-$28. 
Call 351-1606 or visit reil-
lyartscenter.com. Ocala 
Symphony Orchestra and 
Adam Volpe and the Voltron 
Collective perform tribute 
to David Bowie and Philip 
Glass’s Symphony No. 4 
“Heroes.”
Southeastern Pro Rodeo: 
7:30 p.m., Southeastern 
Livestock Pavilion, 2200 NE 
Old Jacksonville Road, Ocala. 
$20; free 5 and younger. Visit 
ocalarodeo.com. Wrangler 
Tough Enough to Wear Pink 
Night.
Ocala ghost walks/tours: 8 
p.m.. RSVP. Call 207-0281 or 
visit ocalaghostwalks.com.
SEPI ghost walks/tours: 
Registration 8 p.m., tours 
8:30 p.m. $10; free 12 and 
younger. Call 433-8687.

TODAY AND SUNDAY

Final days of HITS: 8 a.m.-4 
p.m., HITS Post Time Farm, 
13710 U.S. 27, Ocala. Free 
today; $10 adults and 
free ages 12 and younger 
Sunday for Great Ameri-
can $1 Million Grand Prix. 
Call 620-2275 or visit 
hitsshows.com/ocala/
hits-ocala-winter-circuit.
Hot Air Balloon Festival: 
5-10 p.m., Florida Horse 
Park, 11008 S. County Road 

475, Ocala. $2-$50. Visit 
fl horsepark.com.

SUNDAY

Pack Walk: 10 a.m., Silver 
Springs State Park, 5656 E. 
Silver Springs Blvd., Ocala. 
$2. Call 236-7148 ext. 4. Walk 
trails with shelter dog to pro-
vide attention and exercise; 
dogs available for adoption.
Ocala Veg Fest: 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., Ocala Downtown 
Market, 310 SE Third St., 
Ocala. Free. Visit ocalaveg-
fest.org or eventbrite.com. 
Speakers, cooking demos, 
vendors, animal rescues, 
entertainment, activities 
and more.
Summer Camp Expo: Apple-
ton Museum of Art, College 
of Central Florida and Ocala 
Civic Theatre, noon-3 p.m., 
4333 E. Silver Springs Blvd., 
Ocala. Free. Call 291-4455. 
Information on camps and 
children’s programs; live 
music, activities, games, 
food trucks and more.
John Conlee: 2:30 and 7:30 
p.m., Orange Blossom Opry, 
16439 SE 138th Terrace, 
Weirsdale. $36-$46. Call 821-
1201 or visit obopry.com.
Amazing Steel Drum 
Ensemble: 3 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church, 511 SE 
Third St., Ocala. Free. Call 
629-7561.

 2 indicted in  alleged 
killing for hire

A grand jury on Friday 
returned indictments 
against the two men 
arrested in connection 
with an alleged hired 
killing.

Allison Mells of Ocala 
is charged with solicita-
tion to commit murder 
and first-degree murder. 
La’Mathis E. “Bread Boy” 
Hamilton of Reddick faces 
a charge of first-degree 
murder.

Originally, Mells, who 
turned 54 on Tuesday, was 
held on a charge of princi-
pal to first-degree murder. 
Prosecutors said Mells 
was indicted on the first-
degree murder charge 
because he’s accused of 
paying Hamilton to kill 
the victim.

The grand jury pro-
c e e d i n g s ,  w h i c h  a r e 
confidential, lasted sev-
eral hours, according to 
officials.

Both Hamilton, 27, and 
Mells remain at the Marion 
County Jail, where they 
are being held without 
bail.

On Jan. 17, the sister 
of Roland Henry Lanc-
tot, 61, found him shot 
to death inside his tent 
in a densely wooded area 

near Northwest Blitch-
ton Road and Northwest 
33rd Avenue. Ocala police 
detectives said Lanctot 
had been shot several 
times.Detectives said 
the victim was a key wit-
ness in a drug case that 
involved Mells’ son, Ken-
neth Mills. Lanctot was 
a confidential informant 
and had conducted sev-
eral drug purchases under 
the direction of the Uni-
fied Drug Enforcement 
Strike Team — includ-
ing deals with Mills, 31, 
according to authorities.
Hamilton, the alleged 
triggerman, admitted to 
selling a gun to Mells after 
he was approached to help 
kill Lanctot, according to 
detectives. He said Mells 
paid him $3,000 to kill 
Lanctot, but has denied 
shooting the victim.

Prison time for felon 
caught with weapon

A Reddick man with 
a lengthy criminal his-
tory has been sentenced 
to 12 years and 7 months 
in prison after pleading 
guilty to a firearm charge.

Willie Iva Jennings was 
charged with possession 
of a firearm affecting 
commerce by a previously 
convicted felon. The 

36-year-old man, who
entered his plea on Oct.
22, was sentenced on
Thursday by U.S. District
Judge James Whittemore.

According to information
included in the plea agree-
ment, law enforcement
officials said Jennings was
driving a stolen vehicle on
July 15 when he was pulled
over. Authorities recovered
a loaded semi-automatic
gun from his pocket, and
Jennings admitted the gun
belong to him. Marion
County Jail records indi-
cate Jennings has been in
custody since his arrest.

State records show Jen-
nings has been in and out
of prison since August
1998 for multiple convic-
tions including robbery
and drug possession.
With his criminal history,
Jennings is forbidden to
have a gun or ammuni-
tion. He qualified for an
enhanced sentence as an
armed career criminal.

Marion County sheriff’s 
deputies, Ocala police
officials and the fed-
eral Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives joined forces
to arrest Jennings.

P r o s e c u t o r  R o b e r t
B o d n a r  h a n d l e d  t h e
case, and Jennings was
defended by Mary Mills. 

P O L I C E  B R I E F S

By Austin L. Miller 
Staff writer

D U N N E L L O N  — 
Employees at Classic 
M i l e  P a r k  T r a i n i n g 
Center were at work 
Friday morning, tend-
ing to horses, cleaning 
stalls and chatting among 
themselves, one day after 
a body was found on 
the property.

While workers at the 
700-acre farm, which 
has more than 700 stalls, 
went about their busi-
ness, Marion County 
Sheriff’s Office detec-
tives were attending an 
autopsy for the victim and 
continuing their investi-
gation into his death.

Sheriff’s Office officials 
said at the conclusion 
of the autopsy, they’re 
not going to release the 
results, since it’s an ongo-
ing investigation. They 
did say the deceased, a 
Hispanic male, died from 
gunshot wounds. Detec-
tives would not say how 
many times the man 
was shot or the type of 
weapon used.

Detectives said they’ve 
not yet made a posi-
tive identification of the 

victim; they are waiting 
to get his fingerprints to 
determine his identity. 
Detectives are trying to 
find people who knew 
the man so they can piece 
together his background, 
re-trace his movements, 
and learn more about how 
he died.

This much has been 
announced publicly: 
The victim worked at 
the farm, 13750 W. State 
Road 40, and took care 
of horses. His body was 
discovered by another 
employee on the ground 
near Barn 56. No horses 
were hurt. Deputies said 
employees had heard 
gunshots, but didn’t pay 
it any mind.

Deputies were called to 
the training center at 12:12 
a.m. Thursday. They were 
told someone checking 
horses had found a body 
on the ground.

At the farm, workers 
told the Star-Banner they 
knew of the victim and 
were surprised about the 
homicide.

Standing outside of a 
stall close to where the 
body was found, one 
employee described the 
victim as “a good guy” 

who worked as a groom 
at the training center. The 
man said the victim was a 
“hard worker.”

“I feel sad,” the man 
said, adding he wants law 
enforcement officials to 
find the shooter.

At the row of stalls 
where the body was 
found, another worker 
cleaning a stall said 
the victim “was a good 
person,” and a “nice guy” 
who came from Mexico.

A barn owner, who 
declined to give his name, 
said the victim never 
gave any problems, was 
dependable, pleasant 
and kept to himself. The 
owner said the victim has 
worked on the farm for a 
couple of years and lived 
in one of the barns on 
property.

Anyone with informa-
tion about this homicide 
can call Detective Aaron 
Levy at 368-3546. To 
remain anonymous, call 
Crime Stoppers at 368-
STOP or visit www.
ocalacrimestoppers.com.

Contact Austin L. Miller 
at 867-4118, austin.
miller@starbanner.
com or @almillerosb

Death investigation continues 
in west Marion County

Sales, prices down for 
single-family homes in 
Marion County

The number of single-
family homes sold in 
Marion County during 
February slipped more 
than 3 percent compared to 
the same month last year, 
according to a report from 
the Ocala/Marion County 
Association of Realtors.
In February, Realtors sold 
489 homes in Marion 
County, compared to 505 
in February 2018. The 
average sales price fell by 

more than 5 percent com-
pared to last February. The 
average price for a single-
family home came in at 
almost $190,000, down 
from more than $200,000 
a year ago. The total value 
of the homes sold for the 
month was almost $93 
million, compared to more 
than $101 million in 2018, 
a greater than 8 percent 
decrease.

More in Marion working, 
looking for work in Feb.

M a r i o n  C o u n t y ’ s 

unemployment rate for 
February was 4.2 percent, 
down from 4.6 percent 
during the same time last 
year, according to the 
Florida Department of 
Economic Opportunity.

The number of people 
working this February was 
131,017, up from 128,882 
working last February, 
according to the state 
report.

There also were more 
people looking for work, as 
the labor force increased 
to 136,767, compared to 
135,108 a year ago, the 

report states.
The Ocala Metropolitan

Statistical Area, which
is all of Marion County, 
posted 106,400 non-
farm jobs, an increase of
2,300 jobs over the year,
according to a breakdown
by CareerSource Citrus
Levy Marion.

The area’s mining, log-
ging and construction
segment grew faster than
the state, with 600 new 
jobs so far this year. 

There also were gains
in professional and busi-
ness services jobs (500),
manufacturing (400) and
education and health ser-
vices (400), according to 
CareerSource. 

S t a t e w i d e ,  F e b r u -
ary’s seasonally adjusted
u n e m p l o y m e n t  r a t e
 was 3.5 percent, down
from 3.9 percent a year
ago.

Staff report

I N  B R I E FYOU CAN HELP
Opt to Adopt            Donate            Volunteer             

www.thehsmc.org 
(352) 873-7387 (PETS)


