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INDUSTRY

By Carlos E. Medina 
Staff writer

Every day, Tony Lopez 
drives through the intersec-
tion where his daughter and 
her friend died in a fiery car 
crash on Dec. 15, 2017.

Recently, the Ocala City 
Council approved a contract 
for work to start installing a 
traffic light at Northeast 14th 
Street and Northeast 30th 
Avenue.

“It’s been a dangerous 
corner for a long time. I’ve 

been trying to spur this on not 
just for Amanda and Alyssa, 
but for the entire community,” 
Lopez said.

Amanda Lopez, 15, and 
Alyssa Comstock, 17, died after 
the older girl turned onto 14th 
Street from 30th Avenue and 

into the path of a semitractor-
trailer traveling on 14th Street, 
according to police reports.

They were leaving Amanda’s 
home and headed to a Christ-
mas choir performance at 
Vanguard High School, where 
both studied. Tony Lopez and 

his family still live in the same
home.

“I drive through that inter-
section every day. My kids
wait for the school bus just
a couple of blocks away,” he

Deadly intersection will soon get traffi  c signal

By Emily Mavrakis 
Staff writer

Pack an umbrella, rain jacket 
or rain boots when heading out 
the door this week.

This week’s forecast from the 
National Weather Service shows 
that showers and thunderstorms 
are likely throughout the week, 
day and night.

Here are the week’s weather 
predictions:

Today: A chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms, then 
showers likely and possibly 
a thunderstorm after 2 p.m. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 
92. Heat index values as high as 
103. Southwest wind 6 to 8 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%. 
New rainfall amounts between 
a quarter and half of an inch 
possible.

Tonight: Showers likely and 
possibly a thunderstorm before 
8 p.m., then a chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms after 8 
p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 76. South wind 5 to 7 
mph. Chance of precipitation 
is 60%.

Tuesday: Showers likely and 
possibly a thunderstorm before 
2 p.m., then showers and thun-
derstorms likely after 2 p.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
91. Southwest wind 5 to 7 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 70%.

Tuesday night: Showers and 
thunderstorms likely before 
8 p.m., then showers likely 
and possibly a thunderstorm 
between 8 p.m. and 2 a.m., then 
a chance of showers and thun-
derstorms after 2 a.m.. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 75. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Wednesday: A chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms, then 
showers and possibly a thunder-
storm after 8 a.m. High near 90. 
Chance of precipitation is 80%.

Wednesday night: A 50 percent 
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Cloudy, with a low 
around 75.

Thursday: Showers and pos-
sibly a thunderstorm. High near 
89. Breezy. Chance of precipita-
tion is 80%.

Thursday night: A 50 percent 
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Cloudy, with a low 
around 75.

Friday: Showers likely and pos-
sibly a thunderstorm. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 88. 
Chance of precipitation is 70%.

Friday night: A 50 percent 
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Cloudy, with a low 
around 75.

Saturday: Showers likely and 
possibly a thunderstorm. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 90. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%.

— The National Weather Ser-
vice issues the official forecast 
for Marion County and sur-
rounding areas. The Star Banner 
uses AccuWeather forecasts 
on its weather page, which are 
sometimes different than offi-
cial weather service predictions.

Rain, go 
away: Wet 
weather 
this week

Senior menu

These meals will be provided 
by Marion Senior Services, 1101 
SW 20th Court, Ocala. Lunch 
delivered by Meals on Wheels 
and served at congregate sites; 
dinner at Marion Senior Services. 
Call 620-3501.
Today: Whole-grain chicken egg 
roll, chicken fried rice, oriental 
blend vegetables, whole-wheat 
roll, mandarin oranges, fortune 
cookie and low-fat milk
Tuesday: NY charbroiled beef 
strip w/marsala sauce, garlic 
mashed potatoes, green beans, 
whole-grain bread, peaches and 
low-fat milk
Wednesday: Chili dog, yellow 
corn, fresh fruit and fat-free 
chocolate milk
Thursday: Homestyle meatloaf 
w/onion gravy, mashed potatoes, 
carrot coins, dinner roll, pears 
and low-fat milk
Friday: Chicken salad, beet and 
onion salad, tossed salad, Ital-
ian dressing, whole-grain roll, 
applesauce, blended juice and 
low-fat milk
 
Healthy aging
A Healthy Aging talk will be held 
at 2:30 p.m. Wednesday at the 
Windsor of Ocala, 2650 SE 18th 
Ave., Ocala. Dr. Segimundo Pares 
will provide an in-depth look at 
some of the biggest topics in 
aging today such as fall preven-
tion, senior health and options 
available for care. Refresh-
ments will be provided. RSVP is 
required. Call 509-6019.

YouthBuild
Recruitment is currently under-
way for Marion County's 10th 
Phoenix Rising YouthBuild 
program. An overview of the 
program will be held from 10 
a.m.-noon Thursday and 1-3 p.m. 
Friday at the CareerSource Citrus 
Levy Marion Career Center, 2703 
NE 14th St., Ocala. The program 
helps revitalize economically 
challenged neighborhoods while 
making a positive difference in 
the lives of 18- to 24-year-olds 
willing to work, in need of a high 
school diploma and interested 
in employment and/or postsec-
ondary education or training. 
Space is limited, so registration is 
required. Call 291-9550, ext 1215 
or 2293.

Supply drive
Marion County Public Schools 
will hold "Mission: Bus Bri-
gade — Supply Their Success" 
summer school supply drive for 
homeless and needy students in 
Marion County Public Schools. 
The second donation event will 
be from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday 
at Walmart, 9570 SW State Road 
200, Ocala. Residents can donate 
new school supplies, children’s 
clothing, shoes, personal hygiene 
items and fi nancial contributions. 
Call 671-6847 or email thomas.
butler@marion.k12.fl .us.

COMMUNITY

Alachua County 
beekeepers struggle 
against mites

By Emily Mavrakis
Staff writer

GAINESVILLE - A recent 
national survey of beekeep-
ers showed a significant loss 
rate of colonies, which may 
impact the future of com-
mercial beekeeping.

The annual survey from 
the Bee Informed Partner-
ship found that 37.7% of 
honeybee colonies died this 
past winter. This is about 
9% higher than the average 
winter loss.

More than 4,700 beekeep-
ers managing over 300,000 

colonies participated in the 
survey.

Bees are especially vulner-
able in the winter because 
they do not fare well in 
freezing temperatures, said 
Humberto Boncristiani, 
a  honeybee husbandry 
researcher with the Uni-
versity of Florida’s Honey 
Bee Research and Extension 
Laboratory. But the presence 
of disease-spreading mites 
are potentially the greatest 
risk for local colonies.

“The chances for the 
hive to die is much, much 
higher,” he said.

Mites spread diseases to 
the bees by taking over open 
cells that contain bee larvae. 
This deforms or weakens 

bees as they grow and can 
transmit deadly viruses

Seth Young, a Newberry 
beekeeper who ran a small 
c o m m e r c i a l  o p e r a t i o n 
through his company, Val-
halla Spa Organics, knows 
all too well the extreme 
impact mites can have on 
colonies.

Last April, he received a 
shipment of bees that soon 
became weakened by mites. 
Treating his colonies as 
temperatures began to climb 
was too risky.

“Often times, the treat-
ments for the varroa mite 
will kill the queen and a lot of 
bees if the temperature is too 

Keeping bees  

Danyelle Barreda, left, and Don Fleming, both beekeepers with Straughn Farms, check a bee 
hive at a farm near Waldo on Friday. Mites are a growing threat to honey bees, which are 
essential not only for honey but also for pollinating many plants humans rely on for food. [BRAD 

MCCLENNY/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER]

By Austin L. Miller
Staff writer

A fire that displaced 
several people from their 
residences late last month 
was not intentionally set, 
according to fire officials.

Ocala Fire Rescue offi-
cials said the blaze at 
Woodhaven Condomini-
ums at 1545 NE Second 
St. was ruled accidental 
and doesn’t appear to be 
suspicious.

With the fire causing so 
much damage to the con-
dominium where the blaze 
started, fire officials said 
it was difficult to pinpoint 
the exact cause of the fire. 
They did say the fire orig-
inated in the living room 
area.

City firefighters were 
called to the two-story 
condominium complex 

the morning of June 22 to 
extinguish a blaze in one 
of the units located on the 
second floor. More than a 
half-dozen residents made 
it out, with firefighters 
able to contain the fire to 
only one of the condo-
miniums. There was heavy 
smoke damage to the other 
three top-floor condos, 
fire officials said.

No one was injured 
in the blaze. A dog died 
and another was rescued 
by one of the residents, 
according to those who 
lived at the complex.

The building affected by 
the smoke and fire is not 
safe and has been closed 
off to residents. Win-
dows and doors have been 
boarded up and locked 
with padlocks as resi-
dents wait patiently to see 
what’s next.

“I’m at a standstill,” 
said Carolyn Hotchkiss, 
who rents one of the con-
dominiums next to where 
the fire began.

Hotchkiss calls  the 
experience “surreal,” and 
has been staying at a hotel 
since the fire. She said she 
recently returned to the 
condominium to get some 
of her belongings. She 
said with so much smoke 
damage its unknown if she 
will be able to keep some of 
her stuff.

“Its a miracle our unit 
was not burned,” she said.

Hotchkiss, who shared 
the condo with her brother 
John Rains, said she heard 
screaming and popping 
noises. Opening the slid-
ing door, she saw flames 
and smoke and heard 

Fire at condos was not set 
intentionally, offi  cials say
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